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Executive Summary 



Background 

In a continuing effort to understand the decisions and life choices of Oregon’s high school 
graduates, the Oregon University System conducted a telephone survey of a random sample of 
the class of 2005 Oregon high school graduates. This biennial study — the seventh in a series — 
sought to identify the proportion of the graduating class that attended a postsecondary institution, 
the type of college they chose, and the reasons for that choice. The survey also attempted to 
discern graduates’ reasons for not attending college. Recent surveys have included additional 
questions to clarify how potential students collect and assess college-choice information, and 
how various factors related to academic background influence their decisions. Beginning with 
the class of 2003 study, questions gauging the importance of reasons for graduates’ choice of 
college were restructured to provide better alignment between higher education sectors. 

Enrollment 



Fall term college enrollment rates for class of 2005 graduates are similar to the rates for the class 
of 2003, and represent a leveling off of the upward trend observed since the class of 1993. The 
fall 2005 rates continue to exceed those for the United States as a whole. Enrollment rates 
among women continue to increase steadily, while the proportion of male graduates attending 
fall term has decreased since the 2001 study. 

Percent of High School Graduates 
Enrolled Fall Term Following Graduation 





Men 


Women 


Total 


Oregon - 2005 


63.4 


76.3 


69.4 


Oregon - 2003 


64.1 


75.0 


69.5 


Oregon - 2001 


64.4 


73.1 


68.7 


Oregon - 1999 


63.8 


69.8 


66.9 


Oregon - 1997 


60.1 


67.8 


63.9 


Oregon - 1995 


57.7 


69.1 


63.4 


Oregon - 1993 


57.6 


67.0 


62.5 


U.S. -2004* 


61.4 


71.5 


66.7 



'Source: U.S. Department of Education, Digest of Education Statistics 2004, March 2005. 



Over 69% of survey respondents were enrolled in a postsecondary institution during fall of 2005, 
with an additional 3.2% enrolling winter term. Taking into consideration likely delayed 
enrollment over the upcoming year, the college attendance rate of the class of 2005 could reach 
over 90%, according to respondents’ expressed intentions. Fall term enrollment rates held steady 
from the 2003 study (69.4% compared to 69.5%); however, total fall and winter enrollment 
among survey respondents has decreased from the class of 2001 study (from 75.0% in 2001 to 
73.7% in 2003 and 72.6% in 2005). 
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College Choices 

Among class of 2005 graduates surveyed, 39.1% are enrolled in four-year universities, and 
32.7% have selected a two-year college. Consistent with previous studies, the largest proportion 
of college-bound respondents selected an Oregon community college (30.0%), followed by OUS 
institutions which enrolled 21.7% of respondents. The enrollment in OUS institutions marks a 
decline from 24.5% of the class of 2001 survey respondents. Following several years of 
declining enrollment in out-of-state four-year universities, (13.3% in 1999 dropping to 10.5% in 
2003), the proportion of class of 2005 respondents choosing to leave Oregon increased to 11.5%, 
suggesting a reversal of this trend. While OUS institutions remained the most popular choice for 
38% of survey respondents with a high school grade point average of 3.75 or better, the 
percentage has declined slightly from 41% two years earlier. Consistent with the overall 
increase in out-of-state enrollment, the percentage of high achievers attending out-of-state 
institutions also increased from the 2003 study (27.1% compared to 25.6%). The college choice 
distribution for class of 2005 graduates is shown in the graph at the end of this summary. 



Where Did the Class of 2005 Go After Graduation? 



Out of 100 
Oregon 
high school 
graduates 



College fall 
term: 70 



College: 

73 



College winter 
term: 3 



4-year _ 
college: 
39 



College 

unknown: 

1 



2-year 
college" 
or voc: 
33 



No College: - 
27 



Definitely enroll later: 9 
. Probably enroll later: 9 
Will not enroll or unsure: 9 



Out-of-state 4-year 
college: 11 



Oregon 4-year 



Independent 
college: 6 



college: 28 



I— OUS: 22 



r 



c 



23 intend to transfer 
to OUS later 









Oregon community 
college: 30 



Oregon private 
vocational: 1 



Out-of-state 
two-year: 2 
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Reasons For Choice of College 

As in earlier studies, the major reasons for choosing a college are related to academic reputation, 
availability of a desired major, affordable cost (including scholarships and financial aid), and 
proximity to (or distance from) home. Consistent with the 2003 study, campus social 
environment and size were also important to graduates’ college choice — areas considered 
significantly less important in surveys prior to 2003. Academic reputation continues to be the 
most frequently cited factor affecting the choice of students attending four-year colleges. 
Affordable cost was almost as important to students attending OUS institutions, and was the 
factor considered most important to those attending an Oregon community college. Receipt of a 
scholarship or good financial package was cited more often by respondents attending out-of- 
state four-year universities or Oregon independent colleges than by students enrolled in public 
institutions in Oregon. Over three-quarters of respondents attending a community college 
indicated plans to transfer to an OUS institution. 

Financial Aid 

Among college-going graduates, 37.7% indicated they had received a scholarship from their 
college, and 36.0% reported accepting a student loan. Over 23% of respondents indicated they 
were offered a Pell grant, and 16.2% said they were granted college work-study funding. 

Students attending four-year universities were more likely than those at two-year colleges to 
receive all forms of financial aid except Pell grants. 

Fields of Study 

The most popular fields of study for students enrolled at four-year colleges are Business, Social 
Sciences, Natural Sciences, Engineering, Fine Arts, and Health Professions. Students attending 
two-year institutions most often cited Business, Health Professions, Education, 
Professional/Service Trades, and Fine Arts. Approximately one-quarter of college-bound 
respondents of the class of 2005 report their major as “undeclared.” 

Students Not Attending College 

Approximately two-thirds of students not enrolled in college said they are still considering 
enrolling, and one-third reported definite plans to enroll during the next twelve months. For 
those not attending college, an inability to afford the cost and a work schedule that precludes 
school remain the reasons most frequently cited. Other reasons included a desire for a break 
from school and the choice to work now and save money for college. 

Academic Background and Preparation 

Approximately 90% of respondents completed their education at a public high school, and 7.7% 
attended private high schools throughout Oregon. An additional 2% of survey respondents 
completed a GED. Over one-third of graduates completed college level courses while in high 
school — with the majority of the classes taking place within a high school setting. Over two- 
thirds of respondents attending a four-year college reported that at least one parent had a four- 
year degree. Among graduates enrolled in two-year institutions, this figure drops to one-third, 
while just over one-quarter of respondents not enrolled in college reported that at least one parent 
held a four-year degree. 
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Background 



Purpose of the Study 

In a continuing effort to understand the decisions and life choices of Oregon’s high school 
graduates, the Oregon University System conducted a telephone survey of a random sample of 
the class of 2005 Oregon high school graduates. This survey is the seventh in a series begun 
with the class of 1993. 

The study aims to identify the proportion of the graduating class that attended a postsecondary 
institution in fall 2005 or winter 2006, the type of college chosen, and the reasons for that choice. 
It also attempts to discern graduates’ reasons for not attending college. Included for analysis are 
demographic variables of gender, race or ethnicity, and home county. 



Survey Methodology 

The current survey uses the same general research design and instrument developed by the OUS 
Office of Institutional Research for the class of 1993 survey. Following the class of 1995 study, 
the instrument was amended slightly to accommodate those respondents delaying college 
enrollment until winter term. Beginning with the class of 1999, questions were added to further 
clarify how potential students collect and assess college information. Beginning with the class of 
2003 survey, following consultation with the Department of Community Colleges and 
Workforce Development and the Oregon Department of Education, questions gauging the 
importance of reasons for a graduates’ choice of college were restructured to improve alignment 
between public postsecondary education sectors. No additional changes were made to the class 
of 2005 survey instrument. 

Interviews were conducted either with the high school graduate, or if he or she could not be 
reached, with a parent. In 76% of the cases, interviewers spoke with the high school graduate. 
Since much of the requested information is factual in nature and likely to be known by a parent, 
parental responses have been considered valid. An analysis was conducted on the discrepancies 
between graduate and parent responses and those findings are discussed later in the report. 

During February and March 2006, 1,486 respondents were screened by telephone from randomly 
selected members of the senior class of 2005. Of these respondents, 1,423 had actually 
graduated from high school or completed a GED by the fall of 2005. Interviews were conducted 
with 1,330 respondents who fell within the targeted quota groups. A multi-stage sampling 
design provided oversamples of at least 400 for each of two special populations: members of 
Oregon’s populations of color and high achievers (students graduating from high school with a 
grade point average of 3.75 or higher). The sampling design allowed for overlaps between 
samples with one respondent representing, for example, both ethnic minorities and high 
achievers. These samples were weighted proportionately and merged into the general sample for 
analysis and reporting. 
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Appendix 1 shows comparisons of survey respondents, the overall Post-High School Plans 
survey database from which the sample was drawn, and all 2005 Oregon public high school 
graduates along the variables of gender, ethnic group, and geographic region in Oregon. On the 
variables of ethnic group and geographic region, the distribution mirrors that of the larger 
populations. Unexpectedly, the proportion of male survey respondents in the weighted survey 
sample is greater than that found among 2005 Oregon public high school graduates. This 
difference is not statistically significant and does not affect the findings reported here. 

The maximum margin of error for questions in the survey has been calculated at plus or minus 
3.5% at the 95% confidence level. The t test for independent means and z test for independent 
percentages were used to calculate statistical significance at the 95% confidence level. 

Sampling, telephone interviews, data processing, and analysis were conducted by The Gilmore 
Research Group, an independent research firm in Portland, Oregon. 
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Findings 



What Proportion of Oregon High School Graduates Are Attending College? 

In 2005, almost 70% of Oregon’s high school graduates chose to attend college fall term, with an 
additional 3.2% enrolling in courses winter term. From the first study of the class of 1993, there 
has been an upward trend in the proportion of Oregon high school graduates enrolled in 
postsecondary programs. While college attendance among survey respondents has grown ten 
percentage points over the past twelve years — from 62.5% of the class of 1993 — enrollment rates 
have declined in the two most recent surveys, from a high of 75% for the class of 2001 (Table 1). 
Among all college-going respondents from the class of 2005, 84% are attending full time. 
Students enrolled in four-year colleges are more likely to attend full time (97.6%) than those in 
two-year schools (78%). Among respondents choosing not to attend college, the proportion 
citing plans to enroll within the next year has fluctuated between 14% and 20% in previous 
studies, with 18.4% reported by class of 2005 respondents. These findings are consistent with 
national trends as “Over 90% of high school seniors in the United States plan to attend college 
(including two and four-year colleges), and about 70% of high school graduates actually do go to 
college within two years of graduating.” 1 



Figure 1 : College Enrollment Rates 




□ Enrolled fall term after graduation ■ Delayed enrollment until winter term 



* Winter enrollment data not collected 



1 Education Trust, “Ticket to Nowhere: The Gap Between Leaving High School and Entering College and High 
Performance Jobs,” in Thinking K-16 3:2 (Washington, DC: Fall 1999). 
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Where Do Oregon High School Graduates Choose to Go to College? 

As shown in Table 2, the largest proportion of survey respondents (39%) chose to attend a public 
or private four-year institution. This, however, represents a decline from the high of 42% seen 
two years earlier and four-year colleges make up the majority of the overall drop in enrollment. 
Among all postsecondary sectors, Oregon’s community colleges continue to enroll the largest 
proportion of graduates — almost one-third — while institutions within the Oregon University 
System enroll the second-largest group of survey respondents, almost 22%. When compared to 
previous studies, OUS institutions enrolled fewer respondents (the lowest proportion since the 
class of 1997 and down from a high in 2001), and is the only four-year college sector that noted a 
decrease in enrollment. 

Following several years of declining enrollment at out-of-state four-year institutions (13.7% in 
1999 dropping to 10.5% in 2003), the proportion of class of 2005 respondents choosing to leave 
Oregon increased to 1 1.5%, suggesting a reversal of this downward trend. The proportion of 
Oregon’s 2005 graduates selecting an Oregon independent college also increased slightly. 

Almost 2% of respondents selected an out-of-state two-year institution (a statistically significant 
decline from the class of 2003), and just under 1% chose an Oregon vocational school. Among 
respondents who postponed enrollment until winter term, the largest segment opted for an 
Oregon community college (as in previous surveys), suggesting a relationship between delayed 
enrollment and college choice. 



Figure 2: Where Did the Class of 2005 Go After Graduation? 
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College winter 
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unknown: 

1 
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or voc: 
33 



No College: - 
27 



Definitely enroll later: 9 
. Probably enroll later: 9 
Will not enroll or unsure: 9 
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Oregon 4-year 
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I— OUS: 22 



r 






23 intend to transfer to 
OUS later 









Oregon community 
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Among respondents attending a four-year university, 29% of the class of 2005 chose to leave 
Oregon for their postsecondary education, an increase from the classes of 2001 and 2003; 
however, this proportion still remains lower than almost one-third of respondents who left the 
state in 1999. Although survey -to- survey changes are not statistically significant, this trend 
reversal is worth noting. Enrollment in out-of-state four-year institutions among high achieving 
students (27%) increased from the class of 2003, but continues to be significantly lower than the 
42% of this population who chose to leave Oregon in 1995. The enrollment patterns of high 
achievers are discussed more fully later in this report. 



Figure 3: Students at Four-Year Colleges Enrolling Out of State 
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